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the will and the endless conflict to which the will is bound.
Only through it do we obtain deliverance from the hopeless
task of morality, the failure in which the will is rooted, and
stability whereby we are armed against the failures and chances
of the life of action. And in its contemplation of human life
and its unavoidable tragedy, it seeks also the perception of
that which lies beyond the moral state. In its vivid apprehension
of human life it fails to discover unity and harmony, and
therefore carries within itself the dream of a perfection which
is impossible to human life. In the greatest poets we can see
how, perceiving the insoluble conflict of human life, they turn
to the dream of 'unknown modes of being'. This transcendent
activity of the imagination is, we have noted, a condition of
health in the moral life and saves morality from the dangers
natural to it. Yet morality itself cannot have enjoyment of
that dream, for it is a dream of what is not a moral state. And
the imagination in its turn can but enjoy it as a dream, though
it be a dream of compelling power, and wait patiently upon it.
'Adam's dream', wrote Keats, 'will do here.'
Our conclusion therefore is a very orthodox one. The
imagination is not a moral affair1 but it has great importance
for morality. First, by its penetration or attempted penetration
1 Yet however much we may seek to deny any moral character
to the imagination, there is, of course, an ultimate sense in which
it is necessarily moral. For all human activity whatsoever is moral;
and science and art and the enjoyment of science and art are there-
fore moral activities. In the last resort they must be judged good or
bad. Hence it is impossible to draw any clear line of separation between
imagination and morality, or to say here we are moral and there not.
The activity of art has to take its place in a personality which as a
whole we judge to be good or bad. Viewing it in this way, of course,
the imagination is moral; and we might even speak of the moral
imagination as that which keeps morality imaginative and therefore
vital. If our morality is not imaginative, it fails, for the reasons we
have indicated. The activity of imagination and the activity of morality
go on in the same personality; and hence our imaginative life must
be moral, as well as our morality imaginative. The imagination and
morality alike cover the whole of life, and without each other there is
an inevitable corruption of personality.